The history of Brontosaurus — one of the greatest stories in paleontology

Brontosaurus

Lived 150 million years ago
Western United States
Meaning: Thunder lizard
Diet: Herbivorous

Weight: 30.5 tonnes

Apatosaurus

Lived 150 million years ago
Western United States
Meaning: Deceptive lizard
Diet: Herbivorous

Weight: 41.3 tonnes
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Latest research shows differences
I Cretaceous I Jurassic Triassic between specimens of Brontosaurus
< and Apatosaurus are numerous enough
| I | to justify two different genera.
66 million 145 million 201 million
years ago years ago years ago
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\O Big dinosaurs 6? Apatosaurus and ‘6?1
extinct (birds Brontosaurus lived
survive)
A specimen-level phylogenetic analysis and taxonomic revision of Diplodocidae (Dinosauria, Sauropoda) Tschopp et al. (2015) https://peerj.com/articles/857 I eer\.l
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